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In an interview with Prensa Latina on Oct. 13, Juan Carlos Pereira, foreign relations secretary of
Uruguay's major labor organization, the PIT-CNT, said the country is paying $1 million per day in
debt service which means that all Uruguayans work an average of an hour per day for foreign banks.
Pereira added that even at $1 million per day, Uruguay is behind in scheduled interest payments.
According to Pereira, the Uruguayan workers' movement has organized meetings and work
stoppages for Oct. 14-15 as part of a "continent-wide" protest against the foreign debt. He declared
that the effects of the debt crisis are "devastating": 205 million Latin Americans will soon be reduced
to absolute poverty if the debt burden is not reduced. Pereira cited estimates by the International
Labor Organization (ILO) on the number of unemployed in the region. Soon, he said, 60 million
Latin Americans will be unemployed. Pereira added that it is obvious to Latin American workers
that "we must demand debt payment moratorium." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 10/13/88)
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